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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Editorial                                  
The current global economic downturn we are 
experiencing has triggered varying responses from 
governments of different countries. In most cases, 

drastic economic measures have had far-reaching consequences on 
libraries. Reports from the United States indicate that substantial cuts 
in budget allocations for libraries are common. These have impacted 
on the development of libraries and even some staffs have been laid 
off. However, a positive note is that libraries have overall registered a 
high demand on their services. In this issue, we are highlighting the 
main points of the State of America Libraries’ Report 2009, 
released in April 2009. Other international news covered includes the 
launching of the World Digital Library portal by UNESCO, the 
Google Books Library Project and the development of 
EUROPEANA, a portal from the European Digital Library.  
 
On the local scene, Government has voted the 
CELPAC: ‘CEntre de Lecture Publique et 
d’Animation Culturelle’ to promote reading in 
replacement of the CLAC: ‘Centre de Lecture et 
d’Animations Culturelles’. Two other articles 
dealing with copyright issues and library 
education in Mauritius are also referenced. Both 
articles may be accessed from LIA’s Website 
and the authors invite comments to stimulate 
further discussions on the topics. Our editorial 
team has carefully selected items which, I hope 
conform to our stated aims of keeping members 
of LIA and the local library community informed 
of recent events and new developments in the 
LIS field. 
 
Since the launching of our Website / blog in 
November last, the number of hits has reached 
4,590.  During the World Book and Copyright 
Day 2009, UNESCO provided a link to our site 
showcasing activities organised for the event. 
This international exposure enhanced our 
visibility to the LIS community which 
consequently increased traffic to our site.  
 

Our readers 
are reminded 
that this 
newsletter was initially conceived as an e-
publication. However, to reach a wider audience, 
a limited number of hard copies were printed and 
distributed to selected organisations. It has now 
been decided that henceforth, the publication of 
this newsletter will be exclusively in electronic 
form. As usual one copy will be uploaded 
permanently on our Website and older editions 
will be archived and made accessible to the 
public. Members of LIA will continue to receive 
a news alert every time a new edition comes out. 
 
We urge our readers to send us their queries, 
comments or feedback. We specially appeal to 
the young generation who will be called to lead 
the profession in a not too distant future to start 
contributing articles in this newsletter on a 
regular basis.  
 
R. Hauroo 
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Library Education in Mauritius: a bird’s-eye 
view 
 
This article written by Mr I. Ramjaun is 
accessible from LIA’s Website. In this article, an 
attempt has been made to trace back the brief 
history of libraries, librarians and library 
education in Mauritius. An overview of the 
various undergraduate LIS courses offered by 
tertiary education institutions since 1981, 
coupled with relevant statistics have been 
presented. Some recommendations have also 
been formulated at the end. For the full-text 
version, please visit LIA’s Website at  
http://liamofmauritius.wordpress.com/ 
 
Copyright Issues for Libraries in Mauritius 
 
This paper has been written with a view to 
provide a broad picture of the copyright law and 
its relevance to libraries in Mauritius. The author 
comments on the recent initiative of MASA to 
act as a licensing agency for reprographic 
reproduction of copyrighted materials and the 
levy of a fee on all photocopies made in libraries. 
Besides reviewing the copyright legislations, 
both at local and international level, the paper 
also discusses issues related to such licensing in 
the USA and UK. The paper is accessible from 
LIA’s Website at the following address: 
http://liamofmauritius.wordpress.com/ 

AMLIB Library Management System in 
Mauritius 
 
The Ministry of Local Government, Rodrigues 
and Outer Islands is implementing a turnkey 
solution for e-governance for municipal and 
district councils. Under this project all the five 
municipal libraries and district council libraries 
will be networked to provide a better library and 
information services to the public. The AMLIB 
software, which is a comprehensive library 
management system, will be installed on a pilot 
basis and training for the library personnel to 
work with the system is likely to start soon. 
 
 
Appointment 
 

Mr Sangaren Naidu Chenganna, 
Library Officer at the National 
Library has taken new 
appointment at the National 
Empowerment Foundation (NEF) 
as Documentalist. He will have 
the responsibility to set up a 
special library at the NEF. LIA 

congratulates him for his new appointment and 
wishes him all the best in his professional career.     
 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Google Books Library Project 

In December 2004, Google 
entered into partnership with 
five major American libraries 
(Harvard University, New 

York Public Library, Stanford University, 
University of Michigan and University of 
Oxford) into a massive digitization project to 
scan and digitize millions of books from these 
libraries and make them available to the public. 
Books to be digitized are selected by the libraries 
themselves and only books that are out-of-print 
and public domain books are included in the 
project. These books are not protected by 
copyright laws. For books still protected under 
copyright, only bibliographic data along with a 

few lines of texts would be published. As per the 
agreement, authors who are not willing to 
include their works in the project would be 
omitted from the project.  
 
This multi-year project eventually attracted many 
other libraries which joined in as the digitization 
project not only offers better exposure to books 
for research and scholarship to users but also 
foster long-term preservation of library 
materials.  The Google project aroused both joy 
and anger among librarians who defended their 
positions with passion. In May 2005 the Authors 
Guild, the largest society of published writers in 
the U.S. and representing more than 8,000 
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authors filed a lawsuit against Google for 
flagrant violation of copyright law governing 
“fair use”. The Association of American 
Publishers also sued Google for copyright 
infringement.   In October 2008, the parties 
reached a settlement which “proposes to 
dramatically increase access to millions of books 
in the U.S., while at the same time expanding the 
opportunities for authors and publishers to earn 
money from their works.  The agreement also 
provides a wealth of new opportunities for 
libraries, academics, and researchers...” 
 

The   last issue of Google Librarian Newsletter    
provides much detail about the agreement 
reached. If you are interested, you may sign up 
for Google Librarian Newsletter. It’s free! For 
past issues materials, visit the following site 
http://www.google.com/librariancenter/librari
an_newsletter.html.  To learn more about how 
to search a book in the Library Project, visit the 
Google site at:  
http://www.google.com/googlebooks/library.ht
ml 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Promotion of Reading: CELPAC has replaced CLAC 

 
A new law has recently been enacted in April 2009 whereby the former Centre de 
Lecture et d’Animations Culturelles (CLAC) will be replaced by the Centre de 
Lecture Publique et d’Animation Culturelle (CELPAC) – a parastatal body 
operating under the aegis of the Ministry of Education, Culture and Human 
Resources.  
 

The 
objectives of CELPAC are to: 
 
(i) encourage and promote 
reading through artistic, 
cultural and educational 
activities, specially where 
reading centres are practically 
non-existent 

(ii) make reading materials 
easily accessible to the public 
(iii) promote artistic, cultural 
and educational activities. 
 
Only a few Members of the 
National Assembly took part 
in the debates on this Bill. 
 

While the objectives seem 
laudable, i.e to create a 
permanent structure for the 
promotion of reading and 
organize cultural, artistic and 
educational activities mostly 
in rural areas of Mauritius and 
Rodrigues, there are a couple 
of loopholes in this 
legislation. 

 
First of all, section 7 states 
that CELPAC will be 
administered and managed by 
a Committee consisting of 
twelve members appointed by 
the Minister out of whom no 
less than seven will be 
representatives of various 
Ministries, i.e. a 
predominance of public 
officers. Only one 
representative will come from 
the library sector, namely the 
National Library. 
Furthermore, it is to be 

deplored that according to 
section 10, the Officer in 
Charge of this parastatal body 
will most probably not be a 
professional from the library 
and information sector, but 
rather a public officer or 
civil servant designated by 
the Supervising Officer. This 
does not augur well for an 
institution which has the 
ambition of encouraging the 
promotion of reading in 
regions where such centres 
are non-existent and to make 

reading materials easily 
accessible to the public and 
encourage participation in 
educational games and 
organize lectures, seminars 
and conferences in the fields 
of culture, education and the 
arts. Regrettably, no one in 
the library and information 
profession dared draw the 
attention of the Honourable 
Minister of Education, 
Culture and Human Resoures 
on this aspect of the 
legislation. Consequently, it 
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was voted without 
amendments.  This strangely 
reminds us of the then 
Minister of Education in the 
mid-1990s, who set up a 
national committee for the 
promotion of reading which 
did not include a single 
professional librarian. The 
outcome of this committee is 

yet unknown. We do hope 
that CELPAC, which will 
benefit from seed money from 
the Organisation 
Internationale de la 
Francophonie (OIF) to the 
tune of 170,000 euros over 
the next three years will meet 
with a better fate! 

_____________________________________________________________________________________  
 

The State of America’s Libraries Report 

The American Library Association has published a 
40-page report titled The State of America’s Libraries 
stating that “Library use increases dramatically as 
economy sags; funding declines”. 

“A Harris Poll released in September revealed that 68 
percent of Americans have a library card, an increase 
of 5 percent since 2006. In-person visits increased 10 

percent in the same period, and 76 percent of Americans had visited their local public library in the year 
preceding the survey, compared with 66 percent two years ago. Online-visit data were even more 
remarkable: 41 percent of library card holders visited their library websites in the year before the poll, 
compared with 24 percent in 2006.” 

“New report shows libraries critical in times of crisis, but funding lags and services reduced 

ALA President Jim Rettig said, “As illustrated in the ALA’s State of America’s Libraries Report, in times 
of economic hardship, Americans turn to – and depend on – their libraries and librarians.” 

Other key findings in the 2009 State of America’s Libraries report:  

 Children are among the heaviest users of public-library resources. Children’s materials accounted 
for 35 percent of all circulation transactions, and attendance at library-based children’s programs 
was 57.8 million.  

 Individual visits to school library media centers increased significantly at the schools that 
responded to both the 2007 and 2008 surveys: up 22.7 percent for the 50th percentile, up 12.5 
percent for the 75th percentile, and up almost 25 percent for the 95th percentile. There were no 
major year-to-year differences in the responses with regard to the other variables.  

 Academic libraries maintain their leading role in partnering to scan and digitize print book 
collections, with the potential to provide unprecedented access to millions of volumes. Large-scale 
digitization initiatives include Google Book Search, Microsoft Live Search Books, Open Content 
Alliance, and the Million Book Project.  

 A survey of public, academic, school libraries and special libraries revealed that 40 percent of the 
404 libraries that responded circulate games; PC games were the most frequently circulated type, 
offered by 25 percent, but the number of libraries circulating console and handheld games rose 
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slightly from 2006 to 2007, while those circulating PC games and board/card games decreased 
slightly.  

 The number of mobile library service vehicles continues to increase from more than 930 in 2008, 
vs. 825 nationwide in 2005.  

 The library profession continued its active efforts in 2008 both to make its ranks more accessible 
to members of ethnic and racial minority groups and to strengthen its outreach efforts to 
underserved populations.” 

The ALA State of America’s Libraries Report is produced annually and reports on key   library trends and 
data. The full text of the 2008 State of America’s Libraries is available at www.ala.org/2009state.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please explain 

Folksonomies 
What is a folksonomy? The 
term was coined by combining 
the two words ‘folk’ and 
‘taxonomy’ to denote ‘user-
generated taxonomy’. To 
understand folksonomy, we 
need to know the meaning of 
other related terms such as 
tagging, metadata, taxonomy 
and subject headings. 
 
Taxonomy may be defined as 
the practice and science of 
scientifically classifying plants 
and animals according to their 
presumed natural relationships. 
Such classification may be 
arranged in a hierarchical 
structure. Metadata, on the other 
hand, is information or data 
about a resource; it is “data 
about data”. The "META" field 
of an HTML Web page, for 
example, is a type of metadata 
which associates it with the 
information resource within 
which it is embedded and which 
the data describes. Subject 

headings are terms that an 
indexer or cataloguer selects 
from a standard list to assign to 
concepts or contents of 
documents. Tagging is the 
practice of assigning terms 
(generally non-hierarchical 
keyword) to a piece of 
information such as computer 
file, digital image, Internet 
bookmark or web page contents. 
This kind of metadata is a non-
standard approach contrasting 
with the professional practice of 
selecting subject headings from 
controlled vocabularies as 
practiced by librarians and 
library technical staffs. Tags are 
chosen informally and 
personally by the item’s creator 
or viewer to describe contents. 
The selection of tags as such is 
very subjective and the term(s) 
selected is /are judged by the 
tagger to best describe the 
content for eventual retrieval or 
location by browsing. 
 
In the last few years, due to the 
explosion of digital contents on 
the Web and the proliferation of 

social networking sites (blogs, 
wikis, bookmarking, photo-
sharing, etc), tagging has been 
used extensively by both 
creators and viewers. A 
collection of such tags thus 
becomes a folksonomy. It is 
also known as “collaborative 
tagging, social classification, 
social indexing and social 
tagging”. By aggregating the 
tags of many users in an 
automated way, the folksonomy 
created helps to make 
information increasingly easy to 
retrieve and navigate over time. 
“A well-developed folksonomy 
is ideally accessible as a shared 
vocabulary that is both 
originated by, and familiar to, 
its primary users.” 
       

     R. Hauroo 
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The World Digital Library 

The official launching ceremony 
of the World’s Digital Library 
was held at Unesco’s 
headquarters in Paris on 21 
April 2009.This novel project 
was initiated by James H. 
Billington of the Library of 
Congress (U.S.A) in 
collaboration with Unesco and 
thirty partner institutions. 
 
At present, the WDL is able to 
offer a selection of no less than 
1250 rare documents which 
have been digitized – the print 
version of which are housed in 
famous libraries around the 
world. Though small in number, 

the quality of the documents is 
deemed high.  The contents of 
selected documents are in more 
than forty languages. On its 
official website hosted by the 
Library of Congress, 
http://www.wdl.org , the 
documents are arranged 
geographically, by document 
type and by time period. One 
can discover a wide range of 
books, manuscripts, films, maps 
and other audio-visual materials 
emanating from famous libraries 
such as the National Libraries of 
China, Russia, France, and Iraq 
amongst others. Species of rare 
documents, namely the 13th 
century manuscript of Devil’s 

Bible, Arabic, Persian and 
Turkish calligraphies are also 
included.  This website offers 
search and navigation options in 
seven languages such as 
English, French, Arabic, 
Chinese, Spanish, Russian and 
Portuguese. 
 
The overall aim of the WDL is 
to supply important documents 
to teachers, students and the 
public worldwide, specially 
from developing countries. It is 
hoped that in a near future, 
many more rare and precious 
library materials will be added 
to the current content of this 
digital library.

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ethiopia to build nation wide e-Library systems for Universities 
 
Ethio Planet News sources 
indicate that the Ministry of 
Education of Ethiopia is 
finalizing projects to “to expand 
the reach of the limited 
reference materials available to 
University students across the 
nation …by launching a 

nationwide electronic system”. 
It will comprise all available 
books and other reference 
records from government 
universities in Addis Ababa. 
The source says that all of the 
21 State run universities will 
then be linked to the database. 

To read the full story, please 
click the following link at 
http://www.ethioplanet.com/ne
ws-feeds/ethiopia-to-build-
nationwide-e-library-system-
for-universities-ethio-planet-
news.html

  
 
EUROPEANA: A new portal from the European Digital Library 
 
A network of European 

institutions and 
professional associations 
has collaborated to make 
digitized resources from 
Europe accessible from 
one access point only. 
The new website, 

branded Europeana, aims to 
bring “hidden treasures” by 
bringing together millions of 
digitised resources from 
European archives, museums, 

libraries and audio visual 
collections through a single 
portal. The list of organizations 
includes the Rijksmuseum in 
Amsterdam, the national 
archives of Sweden, Finland, 
Germany, the British Library 
in London and the Louvre in 
Paris. It is an ambitious 
collaborative project first 
launched in November 2008. 
The initial interest was so great 
that it overwhelmed the site. 

The current version is described 
as a prototype, with the full-
scale launch now expected in 
2010. Even at this stage, it is a 
most interesting resource, 
claiming currently to provide 
access to four million digital 
items but anticipating this to 
have grown to 10 million by 
next year. For more details 
access the site at 
http://www.europeana.eu/port
al/ 
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FAQ: Libraries & Copyright 

What is copyright? 
“Copyright is the legal right 
granted to an author, composer, 
playwright, publisher, or 
distributor to exclusive 
publication, production, sale, or 
distribution of a literary, 

musical, dramatic, or artistic work.  

Copyright is the legal protection of literary, 
dramatic, artistic, and musical works, sound 
recordings, performances, and communication 
signals. Copyright provides creators with the legal 
right to be paid for - and to control the use of - their 
creations. Copyright also provides exceptions to the 
rights of creators for users, like educational 
institutions, who want access to material protected 
by copyright. A balance is achieved by providing 
creators with legal "rights" and then limiting those 
rights through "exceptions." Copyright protects only 
the way information is expressed, not the 
information itself. Copying ideas, facts, or 
information in your own words is not copyright 
infringement, but may nonetheless constitute 
plagiarism.” (source: 
http://www.library.ualberta.ca/guides/plagiarism
/terminology/index.cfm) 
 

“Copyright protects the physical expression of ideas. 
As soon as an idea is given physical form, e.g. a 
piece of writing, a photograph, music, a film, a web 
page, it is protected by copyright. There is no need 
for registration or to claim copyright in some way, 
protection is automatic at the point of creation. Both 
published and unpublished works are protected by 
copyright. 

Copyright is normally owned by the creator(s) of the 
work, e.g. an author, composer, artist, photographer 
etc. If the work is created in the course of a person's 
employment, then the copyright holder is usually the 
employer. 

Copyright is a property right and can be sold or 
transferred to others. Authors of articles in academic 
journals, for example, frequently transfer the 
copyright in those articles to the journal's publisher. 
It is important not to confuse ownership of a work 
with ownership of the copyright in it: a person may 
have acquired an original copyright work, e.g. a 
painting, letter or photograph, but unless the 
copyright in it has expressly also been transferred, it 
will remain with the creator. 

Copyright is regulated by law, the main statute in 
the UK being the Copyright Designs and Patents 
Act 1988 (CDPA). This was amended in October 
2003 by the Copyright and Related Rights 
Regulations 2003 which incorporated into UK law 
the changes required by the EU Copyright 
Directive.” (Staffordshire University Website) 

What is covered by copyright? 

The kinds of works covered by copyright include: 
literary works such as novels, poems, plays, 
reference works, newspapers and computer 
programs; databases; films, musical compositions, 
and choreography; artistic works such as paintings, 
drawings, photographs and sculpture; architecture; 
and advertisements, maps and technical drawings 
(WIPO) 

Copyright protects original published work, sound 
recordings, films and broadcasts.  Original material 
published on the internet is also protected by 
copyright.   

 Does copyright last for ever?  

 No. It is limited by various periods of time.  

For more details on the Copyright Law in UK, 
please visit 
http://www.copyrightservice.co.uk/copyright/p01_u
k_copyright_law 
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BOOK REVIEW 
 
“Mobile Learning: Transforming the Delivery of Education and Training.”  
March 2009. ISBN 978-1-897425-43-5  $ 39.50. edited by Professor Mohamed Ally, Centre for Distance 
Education, Athabasca University, and Board Member the International Federation of Training and 

Development Organisations and the International Association of Mobile Learning.   
Downloadable at http://tinyurl.com/czbm8u  
 
An outline of the chapters is as follows: 

 Advances in Mobile Learning 
 Current State of Mobile Learning 
 A Model for framing Mobile Learning 

 Research on Mobile Learning 
 Mobile Distance Learning with PDAs 
 Using Mobile Learning to enhance the quality of education 
 Informal Learning evidence in Online communities 
 Mobile Learning: positioning educators for a mobile, connected future 
 Applications of Mobile Learning 
 Practitioners as innovators: Emergent practice in Personal Mobile Teaching, Learning, work and 

leisure 
 Design and development of multimedia learning objects for mobile phones 
 From E-Learning to Mobile Learning: new opportunities 
 MobilED – Mobile Tools and services platform for formal and informal learning 
 Exploring the challenges and opportunities of Mobile Learning within an International Distance 

Education programme 
 Using Mobile Technologies for Multimedia Tours in a traditional museum setting 
 Use of Mobile Technology for Teacher Training. 

The 2nd International Mobile Libraries Conference is scheduled for 23-24 June 2009 at the University of British Columbia, 
Vancouver, Canada. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Information as a Vital Ingredient 
 
According to information management experts, information is an intangible asset. It encompasses data, 
documents, events and even objects. It pervades the 
whole organization. It is found not solely in formal 
repositories like libraries but also in all parts of an 
organization. It is a dynamic force for change  
rather than a static stockpile. It is a vital ingredient  
for innovation and competitiveness and is always  
required for decision-making, problem-solving and  
strategic planning. Its value can be increased at each  
stage of processing by proper storage, re-use and  
greater accessibility. According to a recent World  
Bank survey entitled: “Global Investment  
Promotion Benchmarking 2009”, if access to the  
right information is difficult, investors will  
simply go elsewhere. Libraries are places where the  
information explosion can be harnessed.   

 

Editorial Team: 

P. Hauroo, I. Ramjaun , Ms Helena Lam.  

All correspondence should be addressed to: 

Ms  N. Peerbuccus 
Librarian c/o Olof Palme Library, Municipality 
of  Beau Bassin / Rose Hill, Town Hall, Rose Hill.  

Email: rhauroo@gmail.com  
Opinions expressed in the newsletter are not necessarily the 
official views of the Library and Information Association.  


