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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Editorial 

 LIA is pleased to publish this Special Issue 
on the occasion of the World Book and 
Copyright Day 2009. The World Book and 
Copyright Day is a yearly event celebrated 
on 23 April to pay tribute to books and 
authors and to encourage people to discover 
the pleasure of reading. Proclaimed by 
UNESCO in 1995, the World Book and 
Copyright Day is observed by one hundred 
countries across the world.  The origins of 

the Day we now celebrate come from Catalonia, Spain where roses 
and books were given as gifts to loved ones on St. George’s Day - a 
tradition started over 80 years ago. Publishers, bookshops, libraries, 
teachers, schools, cultural institutions, authors’ societies and book 
lovers from all over the world celebrate the Day and promote the 
enduring importance of books.  

For the 2009 edition of the Day, UNESCO has suggested to explore 
the topic of the paramount function of books for the development of 
quality education, as well as the link between publishing and human 
rights. 

In Mauritius, various activities have been planned to mark this event. Libraries and educational 
institutions have pioneered in this field by organising debates, recital of poems, reading contests, quiz, 
painting competitions and other book-related activities. Through this newsletter, LIA is sensitising its 
members on the importance of reading and the need to develop reading habit in children. Children are the 
future of humanity and unless we train them with the necessary literacy skills, they may not be able to 
take up the challenges of the increasingly complex world of tomorrow.  

The drop-outs rate of 30 % at the primary 
education level is a matter of concern for every 
right-thinking citizen. There is need to initiate 
actions to develop a nation of readers to 
encourage life-long learning.  Promotion of 
reading is not a one-time activity and there is 
need for a well-defined strategy to sustain a 
national reading campaign. Narrow-minded 
people have confused promotion of reading with 
the sale of books through the organisation of 
book fairs. This Day is lively celebrated in many 
countries. 

Readers would appreciate in this issue a very 
interesting article “Bound to the Word” which 

is a keynote address by President Barack Obama at 
the ALA Annual Conference in 2005 when he was a 
senator from the State of Illinois. Extracts are given 
with link to the full article. As professional, we regret 
the inexistence of data on literacy and reading habits 
of Mauritians. No study has ever been undertaken 
and we are giving a thought to this. A few articles 
highlight the importance for reading aloud to children 
and the role of parents in developing this culture at 
home. Focus is also on reading as a fundamental skill 
for the acquisition of other skills.  
 
I hope you will enjoy reading this issue. 
 
R. Hauroo  
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Bound to the Word 

 
 At the opening general session of the ALA Annual Conference June 23-29, 2005 held in 
Chicago, President Barack Obama, then a U.S senator from Illinois, delivered his 
keynote address which garnered a standing ovation. Extracts are reproduced here. 

About libraries: “More 
than a building that houses 
books and data, the library 
represents a window to a 
larger world, the place 
where we’ve always come 

to discover big ideas and profound concepts that 
help move the American story forward and the 
human story forward. That’s the reason why, 
since ancient antiquity, whenever those who seek 
power would want to control the human spirit, 
they have gone after libraries and books. 
Whether it’s the ransacking of the great library at 
Alexandria, controlling information during the 
Middle Ages, book burnings, or the 
imprisonment of writers in former communist 
block countries, the idea has been that if we can 
control the word, if we can control what people 
hear and what they read and what they 
comprehend, then we can control and imprison 
them, or at least imprison their minds.” 

About librarians: “Guardians of truth and 
knowledge, librarians must be thanked for their 
role as champions of privacy, literacy, 
independent thinking, and most of all reading.” 

Reading for children: 

 “I believe that if we want to give our children 
the best possible chance in life, if we want to 
open the doors of opportunity while they’re 
young and teach them the skills they’ll need to 
succeed later on, then one of our greater 
responsibilities as citizens, as educators and as 
parents is to insure that every American child 
can read and read well. That’s because literacy is 
the most basic currency of the knowledge 
economy that we’re living in today…..Reading is 
the gateway skill that makes all other learning 
possible, from complex word problems and the 
meaning of our history to  

scientific discovery and technological 
proficiency. And by the way, it’s what’s required 
to make us true citizens.” 

About the global knowledge economy & skills: 
“These new jobs are not simply about working 
hard, they’re about what you know and how fast 
you can learn what you don’t know. They require 
innovative thinking, detailed comprehension, and 
superior communication.” 

The need to read :  

“Only a few generations ago it was possible to 
enter into the workforce with a positive attitude, 
a strong back, willing to work, and it didn’t 
matter if you were a high school dropout, you 
could go in to that factory or work on a farm and 
still hope to find a job that would allow you to 
pay the bills and raise a family…That economy 
is long gone. And it’s not coming back. As 
revolutions in technology and communications 
began breaking down barriers between countries 
and connecting people all over the world, new 
jobs and industries that require more skill and 
knowledge have come to dominate the 
economy.” 

Improving education:  

“We’re going to have to start with parents. And 
we’re going to have to start in libraries. We 
know the children who start kindergarten with 
awareness of language and basic letter sounds 
become better readers and face fewer challenges 
in the years ahead. We know the more reading 
material kids are exposed to at home, the better 
they score with reading tests throughout their 
lives. So we have to make investments in family 
literacy programs and early childhood education 
so that kids aren’t left behind and are not already 
behind the day they arrive at school.” 

Source: http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/resources/selectedarticles/obama05.cfm 
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Learning to Read and Reading to Learn 
 
The ability to read is a purely human characteristic and this skill is not innate or 
acquired at birth. Reading is taught as a skill and the learner actively participates in 
this process. Moreover, this process of learning to read in a language is an 
interactive process during which information from the text and the knowledge 
possessed by the reader act together to produce meaning. Readers draw on their 

prior knowledge about the topic of the text to develop comprehension. Ultimately it results in the 
expansion of knowledge of the reader. This store of knowledge possessed by each individual reader is 
cause for the variety in interpretation of the same text read by different readers. In some cases, lack of the 
required knowledge or insufficient amount of it may be source for incomprehension of the text being read.    
 
Reading is always an activity with a purpose. Whether an individual reads for information, or to verify a 
fact or to enrich his vocabulary in a language or he reads for pleasure, reading is always for a purpose. 
The purpose for reading therefore determines the selection of materials for reading. Without this basic 
literary skill (ability to read and read well), no other skills can be acquired. Utilitarian reading, that is 
reading that serves a purpose, for example to pass an examination or to complete an assignment, requires 
skills, knowledge and strategies. For an adult embarking on a course to learn a foreign language assumes 
studying its vocabulary, grammar and sentence structure / patterns. This approach to learning to read a 
foreign language is totally different from reading for comprehension or to develop an understanding of a   
subject. 
 
Avid readers generally read extensively and are 
always on the look-out for appropriate reading 
materials. In an age dominated by the Internet 
and Web-based technologies, skilled reading and 
digital literacy are considered as 21st century 
skills. No active participation of citizens in the 
development of the nation would be possible in 
this new set-up without these literacies. 
 
Governmental agencies, NGO’s, social 
organizations, private and public institutions, 
teachers, parents, citizens, in brief every one is a 
stake holder in the campaign to foster a reading 
culture nation-wide. For the benefits of the 
individual and society at large, nobody should be 
left at the pole of illiteracy. Parents at home, 
teachers in schools and librarians in public and 
school libraries share higher responsibilities in 
this task.  
 
Reading begins in the home. Before a child 
attends school, his first tutor in the 
apprenticeship of a language is his parents. 
Parents, to a greater or lesser degree, are 
responsible for the acquisition of knowledge that 
lays the foundation for reading. It is in the home 
environment that children acquire concepts for 
understanding things, events, thoughts and 

feelings and knowledge of basic grammar of oral 
language. This early years of childhood set the 
stage for future development of the child.  
 
At home parents could create the right 
environment to encourage their kids to read. 
They may, for example, create a library corner, 
read story books to their children and set 
example by reading themselves. If parents don’t 
read themselves, how can they expect their 
children to read? Children often perceive their 
parents as role model and there cannot be better 
environment than home to illustrate this. “The 
home literacy environment, consisting of a 
child’s early exposure to and participation in 
literacy activities with parents, is one of the most 
important predictors of various developmental 
and educational outcomes for children.”1 
Parents have an important role in developing or 
hindering their children’s interest in reading. The 
earlier the reading habit is inculcated and 
nurtured in the child, the better it is for the future 
development of the child.  
Teachers may deliver talks to students on the 
importance of reading, organise book exhibition, 
reading aloud competition and debates, and 
create book clubs and other book-related 
activities. Librarians besides working hand in 
hand with teachers may provide special service 
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to users with a view to encourage reading, 
provide good and attractive collections in an 
environment conducive to learning.   
 
It is only when the importance of reading and 
reading well, along with the provision of well-
equipped libraries are fully recognised that the 
philosophy of life long learning would make 
sense. The concept of ‘learning to read and 
reading to learn’ should attract attention from 

kindergarten age to even post-retirement period. 
One would say ‘from the womb to the tomb’.  
 
R.Hauroo 
 
1 Danielle Z. Kassow, Ph.D., Parent-Child Shared Book 
Reading Quality versus Quantity of Reading 
Interactions between Parents and Young Children. 
Talaris Research Institute, Seattle, Washington 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Nation-wide Survey on Reading 

 
In the context of the celebration of the World 
Book and Copyright Day 2009 as proclaimed 
by UNESCO, it seems opportune to discuss 
the need for conducting a national survey on 
the reading habit of the Mauritian population 
at large. Never in the past has such an 
exercise been carried out to know how far 
students, adults, male, female, housewives, 
working class in both urban and rural areas 
cutting across all ethnic groups in this 
country read, what are their reading 
preferences, their motivations for reading, the 
frequency of reading, the types of reading 
materials, the role of libraries and other 
agencies in the promotion of reading. In the 
mid 1990’s, the Minister of Education did set 
up a national committee on reading, which 
surprisingly, did not comprise any member of  
 
 
 

 
the library profession!  It would appear that 
nothing concrete came out of this initiative. 
 
It is now high time for the Mauritius Council 
of Registered Librarians – the leading 
mouthpiece of the profession, to take the lead 
and initiate action in collaboration with 
resource persons from the Faculty of Social 
Studies and Humanities of the University of 
Mauritius, the Mauritius Research Council, 
library associations and perhaps the 
Booksellers Association. Countries like 
Britain, Malaysia, Singapore and South 
Africa have already carried out such surveys 
which have yielded interesting results. Their 
findings were used to devise a national 
reading policy with a view to make the 
population become lifelong learners.  

      
      I. Ramjaun 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Le livre: 17 raisons pour lire 

1. Les livres aident à 
développer le langage et 
le vocabulaire. Ils nous 
apprennent à nous 
exprimer et à 
comprendre ce que 
d'autres disent et 

écrivent.  

2. Les livres font réfléchir. Ils nous 
proposent des concepts, ils élargissent 
notre conscience et notre univers. 

3. Les livres stimulent notre imagination et 
nous entraînent à construire des images 
intérieures. 

4. Les livres nous permettent de connaître 
d'autres pays et d'autres modes de vie, la 
nature, la technologie, l'histoire et tout ce 
qui nous interroge. 
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5. Les livres font appel à nos émotions et à 
notre capacité de comprendre ce que les 
autres ressentent, notre faculté de nous 
mettre à la place de l'autre. 

6. Les livres peuvent nous donner force et 
inspiration. Ils peuvent divertir et 
stimuler, faire rire et pleurer, réconforter 
et ouvrir de nouvelles voies. 

7. Les livres peuvent nous éveiller à de 
nouveaux centres d'intérêt et à de 
nouveaux sujets de réflexion. 

8. Les livres soulèvent des questions 
éthiques. Ils nous font réfléchir sur ce qui 
est bon ou mauvais, sur la valeur des 
choses. 

9. Les livres peuvent donner des 
explications aux choses et aider à 
comprendre comment elles fonctionnent. 

10. Les livres peuvent montrer qu'ils n'y a pas 
toujours une seule réponse à une 
question, que la plupart des choses 
peuvent être considérés de différents 
points de vue, qu'il existe d'autres modes 
que la violence pour résoudre les 
problèmes. 

11. Les livres nous aident à nous comprendre 
nous-mêmes. Ils renforcent la confiance 
en soi: nous réalisons que d'autres 
pensent comme nous, qu'il est bon de 
réagir et de ressentir. L'autre est comme 
nous. 

12. Les livres aident à la compréhension 
mutuelle. Lire des livres écrits par des 

auteurs d'autres époques et d'autres 
cultures, découvrir que leurs pensées et 
leurs sentiments ressemblent aux nôtres, 
contribue au respect des autres cultures et 
à combattre les préjugés. 

13. Les livres peuvent être une compagnie 
quand nous sommes seules. Ils sont 
faciles à emporter avec soi et peuvent être 
lus partout. Ils peuvent être empruntés 
dans une bibliothèque et ne necessitent 
pas d'être branchés sur une prise 
électrique.  

14. Les livres nous transmettent une partie de 
notre héritage culturel. Ils nous offrent 
des expériences partagées de lecture et un 
socle de référence commun  

15. Un bon livre peut être lu à voix haute de 
sorte que tous les âges en profitent ; il 
peut être un lien entre les générations. 

16. Le livre est notre premier contact avec la 
littérature, un univers inépuisable pour 
toute la vie. Un premier contact heureux 
avec le livre est donc vital, en apportant 
la révélation de ce qu'un bon livre a  à 
offrir. 

17. Les livres font travailler beaucoup de 
monde: auteurs, illustrateurs, graphistes, 
imprimeurs, critiques, libraires, 
bibliothécaires… Ils peuvent aussi 
s'exporter, produisant ainsi de la richesse 
pour le pays et contribuant à sa 
reconnaissance à l'étranger. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Pourquoi lire et faire lire des histoires aux enfants? 

Cela a une très grande importance au niveau du développement: 

• Affectif  • Social  • Culturel   • Intellectuel 

Plusieurs chercheurs 
s’entendent pour affirmer 

que les enfants qui se sont fait lire des histoires 
durant leur enfance ont plus de facilité à lire et à 
écrire que ceux qui n’ont pas eu cette chance. 
Non seulement ces lectures lues à haute voix 
durant toute la petite enfance lui ont donné le 
désir de savoir lire, donc l’envie d’apprendre, 
mais elles lui ont aussi apporté la possibilité 
d’imaginer. En effet, l’imagination est très 

importante puisqu’elle est cette faculté humaine 
qui permet de mener sa vie, de réfléchir, de 
penser, d’inventer, de créer de la littérature, de la 
poésie et des arts. 

«Lorsque les parents font la lecture à leurs 
enfants, ils font de la médecine préventive », dit 
le docteur Peter Nieman, pédiatre à Calgary et 
auteur principal de La promotion de 
l’alphabétisation dans le cabinet du médecin, 
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énoncé de la SCP publié aujourd’hui dans 
Paediatrics & Child Health. «Si les parents 
exposent leurs enfants à la lecture dès le jeune 
âge, ils peuvent diminuer de beaucoup les 
risques que leurs enfants aient peu d’estime 
d’eux-mêmes, s’adonnent à la délinquance ou 
aux toxicomanies et se retrouvent plus tard 
défavorisés sur le plan économique. » 

Développement affectif 

La lecture faite aux enfants peut les aider à 
mieux vivre les situations quotidiennes reliées à 
leur niveau de développement. Par exemple, un 
enfant qui a peur dans la nuit s’aperçoit qu’il 
n’est pas le seul puisqu’il se souvient que son 
papa ou sa maman lui a lu une histoire, où il y 
avait un petit lapin qui avait peur, lui aussi, dans 
la nuit. Les enfants s’identifient donc à travers 
les différents personnages présentés dans les 
histoires et cela leur permet de vivre leurs 
émotions, leurs peurs, leurs craintes, etc. 

Ensuite, elle peut servir d’intermédiaire dans des 
moments difficiles de la vie ou bien pour 
résoudre certains problèmes personnels. On peut 
lire, à l’enfant, un livre traitant du même 
problème personnel ou bien de la même situation 
difficile que vit celui-ci. (Séparation, décès, 
agressions, racket etc.) 

Développement Social 

On peut sensibiliser l’enfant sur des sujets 
sensibles comme le racisme, la tolérance, le 
partage, le civisme, le respect, la non-violence. 

La littérature peut donc aider l’enfant à prendre 
conscience des réalités sociales, à établir des 
rapports harmonieux avec les autres et à 
participer à la vie de groupe avec tout ce que cela 
comporte 

Développement culturel 

C’est une ouverture sur le monde et ses 
richesses, a travers les livres l’enfant peut 
voyager et de découvrir différentes cultures. En 
effet, il existe plusieurs albums qui racontent des 
contes, des légendes, des fêtes, des traditions et 
des histoires de différents pays. Ainsi, l’enfant et 
le parent peuvent apprendre sur la diversité 
culturelle. 

Développement intellectuel 

Lire des histoires aux enfants développe une 
qualité très importante: la curiosité. 
Il peut grâce aux livres documentaires découvrir 
inlassablement des choses sur l’espace, 
l’anatomie, les animaux qui développera son 
intérêt et l’incitera à poser toujours plus de 
questions sur tout un tas de sujets différents. Cela 
améliore sa mémoire et amène l’enfant à se poser 
des questions, à réfléchir, à discuter, à partager 
ses réactions personnelles et à interagir avec les 
autres. 

Huguette  

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reading Books to Children 

Many researches have 
concluded that “instilling a 
fondness for books and 

reading in children starts at home”. Children 
who are exposed to reading at their very early 
age and who enjoy being read to are more likely 
to grow into avid readers as adults.  Reading 
books to children is the single most important 
activity a parent can do to prepare a child for 

future academic success. Home literacy 
environment has a positive impact on the 
intellectual development of the child. Reading 
books to children may: 

 Help to develop the bond between the 
parent and the child. Through repeated 
interactions with parents, children may 
develop a mental model of their parents 
and this influences their expectations, 
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responses, and future interactions with 
parents. 

 Provide a shared family frame of 
reference  

 Help a child to understand the purpose of 
the printed word.  

 Build a child's vocabulary beyond what 
he is able to read for himself, and 
provides the background for a new reader 
to recognize new words he is decoding 
because he knows what they mean.  

 Help a young child learn the connection 
between the written and printed word.  

 Entice a child into an exciting world of 
learning and entertainment  

 Help a child absorb great amounts of 
information about the world and how it 
works, especially if parents lead children 
into discussing what is read.  

 Develop listening skills.  
 Give the family an alternative to the 

media for entertainment.  
 Help the child develop a taste for 

literature. 

Source: http://www.family-friendly-fun.com/children/books/reading.htm 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Books Corner 

The Read-Aloud Handbook, written by Jim Trelease, an American journalist and 
educator, now running its sixth edition, has been acclaimed internationally. The 
author has travelled extensively across all the United States and abroad advocating 
the benefits of reading aloud to children. Having done more than 2,500 
presentations in the last 30 years, Jim retired from public speaking on Jan 31, 2008. 
The Home page of the author states that “While more than 60 U.S. colleges use his 
Handbook as a text for education students, Chinese, Japanese, Korean, and 
Spanish editions now reach parents and teachers worldwide, and inspired the 
successful "All of Poland Reads to Kids" campaign in Europe.” To learn more 
about the author and his book visit the site at http://www.trelease-on-

reading.com/ 

Mem Fox, Australian children author provides ten read-aloud commandments. 
"Reading Magic: Why Reading Aloud to our Children Will Change their Lives 
Forever," is a book about the impact of reading aloud to children which is directed 
towards parents and caregivers of babies and very young children. The author 
explains in the book what to read, when to read, and how to read aloud to young 
children to develop reading readiness and a love of reading. Fox is the author of more 
than two dozen children's picture books, including "Possum Magic," and "Harriet, 
You'll Drive Me Wild!” For more information and recommended read-alouds, visit 
the following site http://www.memfox.net/ten-read-aloud-commandments.html  

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Digitisation Project at the Library of Congress 
The Library of Congress (LC) has started converting part of its collection in digital format. With a 
collection of tens of millions items, and considered as the largest library in the world, the LC attracts 
scholars from all over the world for research purposes. But soon they may not travel to do research work 
as most of the digitised materials are being available on line. The March Issue of the The Library of 
Congress Digital Preservation Newsletter is Now Online. Access the 2 pages document at:  
http://www.digitalpreservation.gov
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Mini-libraries to Foster Book-reading Culture in Pakistan 

 
The Library Department Director General, Mr 
Muhammad Nazir of the Ministry of Education 
of Pakistan said that the Department is planning 
to establish mini-community libraries in different 
sectors of the federal capital to foster book-
reading culture. Statistics available from various 
countries indicate that there is a decline in 
reading among their population. This 

phenomenon has been partly explained by the 
growing number of Internet users who spend 
most of their time online rather than in reading 
books. Pakistan also has been facing such 
problem and the authorities have decided to 
revive the book-reading culture. Read the full 
story as covered by the Daily Times at 

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2009\03\02\story_2-3-2009_pg11_5 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Literacy Debate: The Future of Reading 
 
The New York Times published a series of 
articles looking at how the Internet and other 

technologies are changing the way people read. 
The first article [The Future of Reading: 
Literacy Debate: Online, R U Really Reading? 
(July 27, 2008)]  focused on the value of  the 
reading young people do on the Internet versus 
the reading they do in print. Children spend most 
of their time surfing the Internet. This habit is at 

the heart of a passionate debate about just what it 
means to read in the digital age. There are 
arguments that spending hours on the Internet is 
destroying the culture of reading books. In the 
second article [The Future of Reading: Using 
Video Games as Bait to Hook Readers (October 
6, 2008)], the author investigates how educators 
are using video games as bait to lure children to 
read. The third article “In Web Age, Library Job 
Gets Update” explores how school librarians 
have transformed into multi-faceted information 
specialists who guide students through the flood 
of digital information that confronts them on a 
daily basis. 

[http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/16/books/16li
br.html?_r=3&ref=technology]  

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Using the Internet for Book Borrowing Services 
In an article carried out by Telegraph.co.uk on 
03 March 2009 , A. Simpson writes that trips to 
the library could soon be a thing of the past as a 
record number of people opt to use the Internet 
for most book borrowing services. The number 
of visits to libraries around the country has 
dropped by 2.6 per cent to 328.5 million in the 
past year alone. The number of people borrowing 

books is also down by 3.3 per cent to 12.5 
million. However, the good news is that the 
number of people using theInternet for library 
services including book renewals and catalogue 
inquiries was up by a record 20 per cent, with 
more than 76 million web visits.  
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The author reports that trend looks likely to 
increase as there are plans to remove the need for 
visits altogether, with the imminent launch of 
nationwide internet borrowing. While at present 
people wanting to borrow books still have to 

physically visit their local library, plans are in 
the pipeline to allow readers to hire online. 

(Courtesy Telegraph.co.uk) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please Explain… 

“The child is the father of man" of William 
Wordsworth  

The children of today will be citizens of 
tomorrow. Children will grow up as adults & 
and whatever they have learned and 
experienced in their childhood will guide their 
adult life. Put differently, experiences 
undergone as a child determine the type of 
person one will be when one grows up. 
Environmental factors play an important role 
in what you are later in life. Unless society 
ensures a fair and secure childhood, education, 
food, clothing and shelter for every human 

being (child or adult), our future society will 
not be fair and secure. Mankind will be better 
tomorrow if today’s children are grown up in 
the best of conditions. Projects in the long run 
for universal education, life long learning, free 
access to information, and full and active 
participation of all citizens in the development 
process will have meaning only if current 
socio-economic and political conditions create 
the right environment. Give a child the best in 
the world and grown up as an adult he gives 
back to society the best out of his abilities. 
“That which ye sow ye reap.” 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Quotations 
 “Reading is to the mind what exercise is 

to the body.”  Sir Richard Steele  
 “Reading maketh a full man, conference 

a ready man, and writing an exact man.”  
Sir Francis Bacon (1561 - 1626)   

 "Reading furnishes the mind only with 
materials of knowledge. It is thinking that 
makes what we read ours." John Locke  

  “No entertainment is so cheap as 
reading, nor any pleasure so lasting.”  
Lady Mary Wortley Montagu (1689 - 
1762) 

 Happy is he who has laid up in his youth, 
and held fast in all fortune, a genuine and 
passionate love of reading.”  Rufus Choa  

 A good book is the best of friends, the 
same today and forever. Martin Tupper  

 Books are the quietest and most constant 
of friends: they are the most accessible 

and wisest of counselors, and the most 
patient of teachers. Charles W. Eliot  

 To read without reflecting is like eating 
without digesting.     Edmund Burke  

 A book is the most effective weapon 
against intolerance and 
ignorance.  Lyndon Baines Johnson  

 Today a reader, tomorrow a 
leader. Margaret Fuller 

 I've traveled the world twice over,  
            Met the famous; saints and sinners,  
            Poets and artists, kings and queens,  
            Old stars and hopeful beginners,  
            I've been where no-one's been before,  
            Learned secrets from writers and cooks  
            All with one library ticket  
            To the wonderful world of books.  
      Unknown 
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Becoming a Nation of Readers 
During the last few decades, the socio-economic 
landscape of Mauritius has undergone a 
complete transformation. Evolving from an 
agrarian economy, through an export-led 
industry, the national economy is poised to 
become a knowledge-driven economy. In this 
new environment, where new economic 
activities and social changes have cropped up, 
immense pressures are growing on the 
educational sectors (both academic and 
vocational training) to provide knowledgeable 
manpower. Without a well-trained and  
 

knowledgeable labour force, Mauritius cannot 
position itself as a competitive economic force 
on the global market. The basic resources of the 
nation, termed as the human capital, produced by 
our educational systems needs to be multi-skilled 
and highly adaptable to the changing needs of 
the national economy. How to achieve this? Are 
we ready to espouse a philosophy of life long 
learning? Can Mauritius become a nation of 
readers? How could the library and information 
profession help in this task? Points to ponder!

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Brain Teaser  
1. Which international agency took the decision to celebrate the World Book & 

Copyright Day? 
2. In which year this decision was taken? 
3. Why the WBC Day is celebrated each year? 
4. In which country a rose is offered to someone who buys a book on 23 April? 
5. Copyright is related to intellectual property rights. True or false? 

6. This date of 23rd April is associated with the birth or death of famous writers. True or false? 
7. In approximately how many countries is the WBC Day celebrated nowadays? 
8.  Each year, a new poster and a new message are posted on the official website of the responsible 

international agency. True or false? 
9. When was the World Book & Copyright Day first celebrated at national level in Mauritius? 
10. Which city has been proclaimed as “World Book Capital City 2009” by Unesco? 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Events planned for World Book Day 2009 
A series of events will take place on 23rd April at UNESCO Headquarters. A "big read", a round table on literate 
environments and the official launching of the Beirut World Book Capital City 2009, are included in the program of 
the Day. Contact: m.rosi@unesco.org  

WBCD poster exhibition at the Medical School of the Seoul 
National University. Contact: soyoung@unesco.or.kr. 

The National Library of Luxembourg organizes the World 
Book and Copyright Day at Grand Duché of Luxembourg 
from 23rd to 25th April 2009. Program and information 
available at www.liesen.lu  

The WBCC programme of the Nigeria National Committee 
on Read Campaign includes the following activities: reading 
competition for school pupils; celebrity reading in mother 
language; art and book exhibition. Contact: 
francescaedeghere@yahoo.com  For more details, visit 
http://portal.unesco.org/culture/en/ev.php-URL_ID=38878&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html                          


