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Editorial                                  
 The festive season of December 2009 / January 2010 
is over and we hope all of you had a great time. We 
wish you now a very successful year and hope you 
have already started the year 2010 with a big start.  

 
For our Association, it was really a busy year and in fact it was a very 
fruitful first year. The Association has been successfully registered in 
February 2009 under the provisions of the Registration of 
Associations Act with the Registrar of Associations. After one year of 
existence, we take pride to announce that the Association now groups 
an important number of professional and paraprofessional employees 
in the LIS sector in Mauritius. The Association has to its credit an 
active Blog /Website and an electronic newsletter. Regular posting on 
the blog and frequent publication of our newsletter are signs of the 
good health and active participation of our members. However, we do 
not claim that we achieved much. After critically analysing events and 
activities in the library field, both at international and local level, we 
need to recognise our shortcomings and weaknesses. As professionals, 
we often feel a lack of commitment towards the profession in the 
library community. At times a total absence of a personal commitment 
to professional development from our members is also felt as a 
weakness. At national level, institutions are still characterised by a 
serious lack of strategic direction and long term planning for the 
development of library services.  
 
The present issue of our newsletter is the first one for the year 2010. It 
contains interesting articles taken mainly from the international scene. 
For example, the Swiss National Library and the National Library of 
Singapore have in their respective countries taken bold and innovative 
initiatives to digitise important collections of newspapers. These 
digitised newspapers are available globally and are searchable. E-Readers, mobile technologies and 
electronic archiving are other topics which have retained our attention for this newsletter. For ease of 
reference, wherever available, the articles contain full references to their sources on the net. You are 
invited and even encouraged to explore the sites in detail to acquaint yourselves with what professionals 
are doing in other countries. These may be valuable sources of inspiration for all of us. 
 
We hope the current issue will satisfy your need. Should you have any suggestion, comment or criticism 
to make, please feel free to write back to us.   
 
 
P. Hauroo  
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Workshop on Greenstone      

A Training Workshop on Greenstone Digital Library Software (GSDL) was organized from 07-11 
September 2009 at the Mauritius Institute of Health (MIH), Pamplemousses. The workshop was 
organized with the assistance of UNESCO and in collaboration with the MIH. Fifteen participants, 
including one from Comoros and two from Madagascar attended it.  

      GSDL is a free open source software developed by the New Zealand University to build up digital 
libraries. It is hoped that the workshop will go a long way in enhancing capabilities of library staffs in 
Mauritius to develop digital libraries. Training in this area is required to modernize our libraries and make 
information  more accessible to users.  

 
 

The National Library Celebrates its 10th Anniversary 

The National Library has celebrated its 10th anniversary in December 2009.  The library was established 
in 1999 following enactment of the National Library Act 1996 by the National Assembly. It was officially 
launched on December 1999 and opened to the public in January 2000. The National Library started with 
the Mauritiana collection of the National Archives and the Mauritius Institute Library. Celebrating the 
10th anniversary of a national institution is usually a moment to critically assess its achievements and 
shortcomings. It is hoped that such exercise has been conducted in all honesty and seriousness that it 
deserves as it may help in developing strategies for further development. 

 

Amazon Kindle e-Reader 
            Amazon.com announced in last December that its revolutionary wireless 

reading device (e-reader) Kindle was the hot-selling item on Chrismas 
Day.  As a matter of fact, the company said that e-book sales outsold 
physical books on Christmas Day and the e-reader has become "the 
most gifted item" in the company's history. This piece of information 
confirms the trend noted during the past few years that people are 
turning more and more towards electronic media in lieu of traditional 
print media. Depending on its model, the product is available as from 

US $ 250 to 500. The device can hold up to 1,500 books. 
 
 
LC Cataloguer Desktop 3.0 

The Library of Congress launched in November 2009 the Classification Web and 
Cataloger’s Desktop 3.0, a major modernization of its web-based subscription 
service of important cataloguing and metadata resources. The service is meant for 
cataloguers.  Desktop 3.0 is an integrated, online documentation system with 280 
of the most important cataloguing and metadata resources. Classification Web 

features full-text display of all LC Classification schedules and subject headings and is updated daily. For 
more information, visit the following site at  http://www.loc.gov/cds/desktop/30-Launch.pdf 



LIA - Library and Information Association (Republic of Mauritius) 3

 

New Website for American Libraries Direct 

 American Libraries is kicking off 2010 with a new way to keep on top of 
library-related news, views, and perspectives. Its new website is rolling out  
with content open to all. The site offers many new benefits, including 
expanded news content, web-only spotlights, HTML versions of most of the 
print magazine’s content, comment-enabled articles, an archive of every 
issue of American Libraries Direct, and RSS feeds for new issues. Visit its 

Website at the following address to learn more http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/aldirect 

 

British Library to fast-tract Website Archiving 

 New legal powers to allow the British Library to archive millions of websites are to 
New legal powers to allow the British Library to archive millions of websites are to 
be fast-tracked. Culture Minister Margaret Hodge is pressing for the faster 
introduction of powers to allow six major libraries to copy every free website based 

in the U.K. as part of their efforts to record Britain’s cultural, scientific, and political history. The 
Guardian reported in October that senior executives at the British Library and National Library of 
Scotland were dismayed at the government’s failure to implement the powers in the six years since they 
were established in 2003. 
 

LC Adds 60,000 Books to Internet Archive 

Nearly 60,000 books prized by historians, writers, and 
genealogists, many too old and fragile to be safely handled, have 
been digitally scanned as part of the first-ever mass book-
digitization project of the Library of Congress. The oldest work  
(http://www.archive.org/details/narrativeofnewun00make) in 
the batch, dated 1707, covers the trial of two Presbyterian 
ministers in New York. The collection can be accessed through 
the Internet Archive (http://www.archive.org) , a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to building and maintaining a free online 
digital library.

 
Switzerland: Digitized Newspapers 

Switzerland Digitized Newspapers: A public-
private partnership since 2006 between the Swiss 
National Library, the newspaper Le Temps, the 
Bibliothèque de Genève and the Bibliothèque 
cantonale et universitaire de Lausanne has 
successfully digitized important collections of 
newspapers. The project received the financial 
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support of generous sponsors. The complete holdings of the Journal de Genève, Gazette de Lausanne 
and the Nouveau Quotidien, three daily newspapers that were the forerunners of Le Temps have been 
digitised and made available online.  Access to the content is free of cost. http://www.letempsarchives.ch 
 This initiative, the first of its kind in Switzerland, provides a rich source of information on economic, 
political, cultural and social conditions in Switzerland from 1798 to 1998.  

All the content - articles, illustrations, photographs and advertising - is searchable by keyword and / or by 
date. Users may also browse through individual issues of the newspapers, forward an article by e-mail or 
print it, and save queries in a personal folder. 

 

Singapore: Digitized Newspapers 
Singapore has on 28 January 2010 launched 
the digital newspaper service that provides 
for onsite and remote access to digitised 
Singapore newspapers. It is an initiative of 
The National Library of Singapore 
[NewspaperSG (http://newspapers.nl.sg)]. 
The project first came about in 2007 when 
the library reached an agreement with the 

Singapore Press Holdings to digitise and make accessible issues of The Straits Times from 1845-2006, 
and to receive digital copies of the paper from 2007 onwards. The Straits Times is the main English-
language newspaper and the longest-running newspaper in Singapore.  
 
 With the launch, users now have access to archived news content of 17 Singapore newspapers, including 
The Straits Times (1845-2006), and the earliest newspaper in Singapore, the Singapore Chronicle and 
Commercial Register(1831-1836), as well as a preview of TODAY, Weekend TODAY and The Business 
Times (Singapore). The website is opened to all, and users can search, browse and view the full-text of 16 
newspapers, and The Straits Times(1845-1989) from any part in the world. Access to The Straits 
Times(1990-2006), TODAY, Weekend TODAY and The Business Times (Singapore) is restricted to the 
multimedia stations at the National Library Board's island-wide network of libraries.  
 
 The website allows users to search using keywords, and to limit their search results by newspaper title, 
date, and the type of content (e.g. advertisements, illustrations, obituaries). Search terms in the article are 
highlighted, and the website also provides social bookmarking and sharing tools, as well as a citation 
saving feature. Users can also browse and read a newspaper, page by page.  
 
  In keeping with the National Library's strategy of delivering content to users through major search 
engines such as Google, Yahoo and Bing, the Table of Contents of each newspaper issue, as well as the 
full-text of some older articles are opened for web indexing.  
 
 Moving forward, the National Library Board (Singapore) also signed a second agreement with the 
Singapore Press Holdings at the launch event, to digitise the rest of their newspaper archive, and to 
receive digital deposits of all titles under their stable of newspapers. Some titles of note include the 
Singapore Free Press, Singapore Monitor, New Nation,and papers in the vernacular such as the Berita 
Harian (Malay), Lianhe Zaobao (Chinese), and Tamil Murasu (Tamil).  
 
In addition, the library also signed an agreement with MediaCorp Press to receive digital deposits of all 
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issues of TODAY, a popular commuter paper in Singapore, and to make them accessible through 
NewspaperSG  
 
UK Electronic Theses Online (EThOS)  
                                                                              UK Theses Digitisation Project EThOS aims to enable 

end-users to access the full text of electronically stored 
UK theses, in secure format, via a single Web interface. 
The toolkit shows how theses produced by students at 
can be accessed, via EThOS, from the British Library or 
from institutional (or consortium) repository. 

The UK Thesis Digitisation Project hoped to digitise 
5335 theses to ‘kick-start’ the EThOS system i.e. make 
content available on Day 1. Following competitive 
tender, that figure was increased to c.11,300 theses 

involving supply from over 90 UK Higher Education Institutions. 

The most ‘popular’ UK Theses supplied by The British Library over the recent past were selected so that 
the theses of most interest to researchers are made available.  

The theses have been digitised to exactly the same standards as the on-going digitisation, and the pdfs 
generated have been made available for return to the originating institution. 

Thanks to the very generous funding by JISC, the only cost to a UK Higher Education Institution 
participating in the UK Thesis Digitisation Project was the transport cost of getting the theses to The 
British Library in Boston Spa, near Wetherby in Yorkshire. All digitisation costs and return transport 
were provided by the project. Participating institutions (as well as the EThOS system) got a very good 
deal from this project! Read more at http://ethostoolkit.cranfield.ac.uk/tiki-index.php 

EThOS can only offer the theses of participating institutions. 

 

Library Wins Innovation Grant to Develop “Snap & Go” Mobile Technology 

Contra Costa County, CA – Contra Costa County Library has been awarded a $60,000 Bay Area Library 
and Information Systems (BALIS) Innovation grant to create a mobile platform that will push new and 
existing library content and services -- literally -- into the hands of cell phone users.  The “Snap & Go” 
project will allow Contra Costa County residents with mobile phones and a library card to access library 
materials, enhanced content, and manage their accounts without having to visit a library building or gain 
access to a computer.   

The Contra Costa County Library is recognized nationally as a leader in utilizing technology to improve 
service and reduce costs.  This is the second BALIS Innovation Grant received by the library.  The 
previous BALIS grant provided partial funding for the book dispensers the library has installed at the 
Pittsburg/San Pablo and El Cerrito BART stations as well as the Sandy Cove Shopping Center in 
Byron/Discovery Bay. 
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Editorial Team: 

P. Hauroo, I. Ramjaun , Ms Helena Lam.  

All correspondence should be addressed to: 

Ms  N. Peerbuccus 
Librarian c/o Olof Palme Library, Municipality 
of  Beau Bassin / Rose Hill, Town Hall, Rose Hill.  

Email: rhauroo@gmail.com  
Opinions expressed in the newsletter are not necessarily the 
official views of the Library and Information Association.  

The project will utilize QR (Quick Response) codes, a two-dimensional barcode technology popular in 
Japan and with point-of-sale companies in the United States, and increasingly found on product labels, 
billboards, and posters, to encode information and automatically launch web-accessible functions.  

The library will develop a Mobile Patron Support System that will link customers with cell phones to 
library services and information through QR codes attached to library materials including books, DVDs, 
flyers, posters, library cards, and the catalog. By taking a picture of the barcode, the phone will launch the 
library’s mobile website and provide access to three functional areas: detailed, dynamically generated 
information on titles scanned including reviews, first chapters, and read-alike information; links to library 
mobile web pages including hours and location information; and links to patron account functions.  

“We are thrilled that BALIS has recognized the potential of our “Snap & Go” project to expand library 
service to mobile customers,” said County Librarian Anne Cain.  “This development will allow our 
library to serve as a model for others, to bridge the physical, digital, and mobile worlds and provide 
service beyond library walls and personal computers.”   

Contra Costa County is above the national average for owning wireless devices, cellular phones and smart 
cellular phones according to the 2008 SRDS Lifestyle Market Analyst. Contra Costa County Library 
serves residents countywide with 25 locations, 3 Library-a-Go-Go book dispensers, and online library 
services available 24/7 at ccclib.org. Last year almost 4 million people visited the Contra Costa County 
community libraries and checked out over 6 million items.  

The BALIS Innovation program provides funding toward the implementation of ideas or programs that 
offer a new service model or bring a fresh interpretation to existing library service models.  

 

Largest Book in the World Goes on Show for 
the First Time 

Klencke Atlas, which is 350 years old, will be 
displayed as part of British Library exhibition on 
maps. 

The Klencke Atlas has never been publicly 
displayed with its pages open before. It takes six 
people to lift it and has been recorded as the 
largest book in the world, yet the splendid 
Klencke Atlas, presented to Charles II on his  

 

 

restoration and now 350 years old, has 
never been publicly displayed with its 
pages open. 
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